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Mr.  Chairman , 

AUHUAL  RjUPORT  FOR  YEAR  1939 . 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  your  Council  a  short  report 
on  the  Health  &  Sanitary  condition  of  the  Urban  District  during 
the  year  ended  December  Jlst,  1939. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions. 

The  Registrar  General's  estimated  population  for  the  year 
was  12,500  for  the  calculation , of  birth  rate  and  12,680  for  the 
calculation  of  death  rate.  /; 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  rate  books  at  the  end 
of  the  year  was  4,092,  an  increase  of  127.  Fourteen  of  this 
number  were  built  by  the  Local  Authority.  The  rateable  value 
of  the  district  was  £71,063,  and  a  penny  rate  produced  £250. 

The  occupation  of  inhabitants  was  the  same  as  previous  year 
except  that  there  was  an  influx  of  munition  workers  into  the 
district . 

The  influx  of  daily  workers  definitely  increased  during  the 

year. 

Vi  t al  Statistics o 

During  the  year  one  hundred  and  ninety  nine  births  were 
registered  as  belonging  to  the  district. 

The  number  and  sex  is  showp  belows- 


Males . 

Fem ales . 

Total . 

Legitimate . 

103 

94 

197 

Illegitimate . 

1 

1 

2 

104 

93 

199 

The  birth  rate  per  thousand  of  the  estimated  population  (12,500) 
was  15.1.  This  figure  is  3*9  less  than  the  previous  years  and  is 
slightly  above  the  average  of  the  previous  five  years. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  as  belonging  to  the  district 
was  158.  Fighty  three  were  males  and  seventy  five  were  females. 

This  figure  gives  a  death  rate  of  12.4  per  thousand  of  population 
(12,o80)  but  the  adjusted  death  rate  for  the  year  (12.4  multiplied  by 
the  comparability  factor  1.13)  gives  a  death  rate  of  14.01  per 
thousand.  This  figure  is  1.6  higher  than  the  previous  year. 

There  were  fourteen  deaths  (eight  males  and  six  females)  under 
one  year  of  age.  This  figure  is  the  same  as  the  previous  year. 

The  death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  was  ~]0  per  thousand 
live  births.  The  rate  is  higher  than  last  year  and  also  slightly 
higher  than  the  average  of  the  previous  few  years. 


The 


following  were  the 


causes  of  death 


'iVTol  r 

J.'rlCO_L  L/  V 


Females, 


Whooping  Cough  1 

Diphtheria  1 

Influenza  4 

Tuberculoses  Respiratory.  2 

Other  Tuberculosis 
Syphilis.  - 

Cancer  3 

Liver  Diseases  (Other)  - 


Digestive  Diseases  (Other)  2 

Acute  &  Chronic  nephrites  2 

Other  puerperol  diseases. 
Congenital  Debility  and 

Premature  births.  3 

Senility  2 

Suicide  2 

Other  Violence  4 

Other  Defined  Diseases  8 

Diabetes 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  4 

Heart  Disease  31 

Aneurysm  - 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  3 

Bronchitis  2 

Pneumonia  -  all  forms.  3 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  1 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years 

of  age) 

Cirrosis  of  Liver. 


4 

1 

4 

2 

1 

1 

7 

l 

1 

2 
1 

3 

l 

1 

o 

6 

2 

3 

18 

1 

6 

3 

I 

_L 


l 
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TOTAL  =  83  73 


Health  Services.. 

There  are  two  midwives  who  practice  in  the  district  under  the 
Lancashire  County  Council.  One  of  the  midwives  lives  in  an 
adjoining  district.  A  large  number  of  mothers  wnter  hosiDital  for 
c  o  n  f  i  n  em  en  t . 

There  are  no  maternity  homes  in  the  district. 

Drainage  &  Sewerage . 

4 

There  is  little  to  report  on  the  matter  except  that  the  new 
sewerage  scheme  has  progressed  during  the  year. 

Closet  Acc ommo dation . 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  each  type  of  convenience 
in  the  district  at  the  end  of  the  year:- 


Privy  Middens 

209 

Pail  Closet 

139 

Fresh  7/ater  Closets- 

3497 

Waste  Water  Closets- 

ll 

Portable  receptacles- 

4183 

Thirty  seven  pail  closets  v/ere  converted  to  water  carrying  systc 
during  the  year. 
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San i_fcarx  Inspect .ion  of  the  Pi s tr i c  t . 

Luring  the  year  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  premises  were 
inspected,  Li  gilt  y  four  defects  were  discovered  and  seventy-three 

were  remedied  by  the  end  of  the  year. 


Salvage , 


The  salvage  collected  from  the  household  refuse  at  the 
controlled  Tips  from  lsjj  January  to  31st  December  1939  amounted  to 
£194.13.  pd.,  the  principal  items  of  revenue  being  £176.14.  4d. 
for  over  148  tons  of  waste  paper;  £6.12.  Od.  for  lo  cwts.  2  qrs. 
of  rags;  13/9  ^or  3  cwts.  2  qrs.  of  string  and  13/4d.  for  40  doz. 
battles . 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

Six  houses  were  found  to  be  infested^  and  were  disinfested 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Infect i ous  Disease. 

The  following  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  received 
dur i ng  the  year s- 


Disease. 

Cases 

Cases  sent  to 

Total 

Deaths  in 

notified. 

hospital. 

Deaths . 

hospital . 

Scarlet  Fever. 

46 

39 

Hil . 

Diphtheria. 

42 

41 

2 

2 

Pneumonia 

Puerperal 

p 

U 

nil 

3 

— 

Pyrexia. 

1 

1 

Nil 

... 

There  was 

an  epidemic  of  Diphtheria 

during  the 

year. 

Tuberculosis . 

The  table  shown  below  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
(all  forms)  on  the  register  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  the  year;- 

TOTAL 

PUHvlONARY  iNOIT-PULLOHJffiY  FUIM017ARY"  &  NON- PUL  1 101. 


J  an.  1/1939 

M. 

F. 

Total . 

M. 

F. 

Total . 

M. 

F. 

Total 

18. 

12. 

30. 

14. 

13. 

27. 

32. 

23- 

37- 

Dec.  31/1939. 

13. 

11. 

26. 

12. 

13. 

23. 

27. 

24, 

51. 

The  position  as  regards  notification  of  the  disease  is 
satisfactory  and  all  cases  are  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Tuberculosis  Officer. 


Ho  up  ing; . 

Fourteen  new  houses  were  completed  by  the  Local  Authority  for 
the  occupants  of  two  clearance  areas  and  one  individual  unfit  house. 


One  hundred  and  thirteen  other  houses  were  built  by  private 
enterprise. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairie s. . 

Two  adjoining  farms  were  improved  and  converted  into  one  dairy 
farm  before  licence  was  granted  to  supply  accredited  milk. 

There  are  now  three  farms  registered  for  the  bottling  and 
distribution  of  accredited  milk  and  there  is  one  distribution  of 
pasteurised  milk. 


1  • 
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Me  at  and.  _S llaughterhou s_e_s . 

One  hundred  and  ninety  six  pounds  of  diseased  and  unsound 
meat  and  thirty  pounds  of  tubercular  meat  was  voluntarily 
surrendered  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  during  the  year. 


I 


am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.M.  WILLMOTT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


